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, T-, r* vc plainl-ixl Of t «fi * 

To; SAC, WTO 

''From: AcT^-Og Director, Ffcl 

OBSCENE FILMS BEING 
EJQlI&ITEEf IN WASHINGTON, D- C, 

ITCW 

00 : 

Enclosed for WO are two copies of a self -explanatory 
neraranttB (with Its sttAfitamt) dated 9/26/72, from the 
Criminal Division, Department of Justice, Enclosed for the 
information of Memphis is one copy of this memorandum with 
attachment* 

Reference Is made to We&phls teletype to the Bureau 
9/1/72, captioned, "Art Theater Guild, Inc., dba Studio Theater, 
Memphis, Tennessee, ITOtt, 00; Memphis , w which Involves film 
entitled "School Girl ♦ " 

WFO conduct Investigation requested in Departsaatal 
cnemo random* This Investigation Is to receive expeditious and 
preferred investigative and supervisory attention. Close contact 
should be established with the 0. 5 * Attorney for the District 
of Columbia relative to this matter. 

Submit first report, with extra copy for dissemination 
to the Department, by cover airtel, attention Criminal Section, 
to reach the Bureau no later than 10/ZQ/72. Keep Bureau advised 
of pertinent developments. 

Enclosure ( 2 } f 

1 - Memphis (For Info) (145-2341 (Bsc. 1) 
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10/ZQ/T2 


A INTEL 


TO i ACTING DTHPCTOR, FBI 

PROM: SAC j WFO (1*5-626) 

OBSCENE PHJ4S BE1KO EXHIBITED 
IK vAauiNtrrOtf, d. c. 

ITO* 

(00:UPD) 


Fta Burnv lirtrl to WFO dated 9/2&/72< 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
aij aopis* of an LHH setting out results of Investigation 
conducted at WO in connection. with obscene rite? which 
being diBplayed in the weahingtcn* D. C. arti. 

For the Informtion of the Bureau on S/2t/72, 
investigation waa instituted at W in connection with 
theaters la the TOC wee which were displaying fllne 
mentioned in referenced alrtel and departmental neaorendun, 
WPO file nrntour 1*5-622 ie currently investigating the 
nln "Deep Throat 1 ' which was displayed at the flat* Theater, 
1336 New York Avenue, N .W. , HDC, On the S*^ date, invest!^ 
A&tlon wav instituted on the playhouse Theater* 737 15th 
Street H,W. ( TOC, which was exhibiting the film "Sticky 
situation" 1 - The Playhouse Theater la currently the subject 
of vPO file number »5-ftl. In addition, investigation ha* 
been conducted and completed at WO in connection with the 
investigation or the filn “School M*l% which ms being 
displayed at the Trana^Lux Theater* 736 Ute ***, 

This Investigation was conducted and reported in WFC 
nuaber 1*5-GP3» 


on 10/3/T2, the facts sa set out in departmental 
msao dated 9/36/72, were dlacuased with AUSA F. RGDY , 
Chief, Grand Jury Section, U. 


2- Bureau (Erie. 7 ) 
^ 3 - VFG 
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( 1 - 1 * 5 - 621 ) 


TEB: 

(5 



■y 


3. Attorney 1 a Of rice, TOC , 

/ -■ 


u 


SHOD. 
SSHJtt£ 
WD£E> 
FlLfft 


II 


■Ft) 1*5-626 

jf . AUDI stated that he would discuss the natter with USA 



AHOLD TITUS end advise of a decision after c 

onfsm*ln* 

r - 

blth TITUS. On 10/13/T2, AUSA HUDT advised S 

» 1 


the Grand Jury Section would proceed with Investigation In 

this natter and after obtaining sufficient Information, 

subsequent to Bureau Investigation, he would Issue a sub- 
poena for the fils "Deep Throat 11 to be brought into U. S. 
"Jtstrlct Court, ¥Dtr for an adversary hearing- 

WPO la continuing Its Investigation In the above 
-otters and will aubalt reports to the Bureau In accordance 
with directions ae act out In referenced Bureau alrtel. 
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Washington, D . C . 2053? 

October 20 , 1972 


OBSCENE F3XH5 0EDIG E3JLI8ITED 
XW WASKIMBTON* D. C, 

On August a*» 1972, Invest isatien wm* instituted at 
Washington Plaid Office of th* Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning lb* roilcwing wvles balms, exhibited at the below 
Listed theaters; 

vilh the*™ ADDRESS 

Deep throat Flaafl Theater 1336 Mew York Ave,, 

S*W. , Washington, D- C. 

School Girl Trans-Lux 73*> l^th 3t , , N-H., 

Washington.) D. C. 


sticky Situation Playhouse ’Theater 


727 15th Bt* p ri.W,) 
Washington. D* C. 


Investigation detej-pined that the din "Deep Throat 1 
ias distributed by Wheeler Film Company, 106 Worth Lee Street, 
Alexandria * Virginia. Subsequent investigation baa alto deter 
ained that the offices of Wheeler Film Company are located at 
H 701 hz nd Street, Washington) D. C + and the actual ware- 

LiouAea for Wheeler FI In Company are located *t the Lee Street 
address* 


investigation has also determined that the nix 
’School Girl" is currently being distributed by the Sherpix 
Corporation of hew lor it. The film "School Girl" wae judged 
obscene in U. S. District Court, Memphis, Tennessee on August 31 P 
1972, and on September 12, 1972* the Federal Grand Jury at 
.■leittphis * Tennessee returned a one count indictment against 
■irt Theater Guild, Incorporated for distribution of the film 
’School Girl 1 '* Investigation at Washington, E>. C. determined 
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0B3CENE FILMS BEUW hJQtIBIT£D 
TU MASEIN&TOH. P*___G^__ 


that the fl la " School airl” was selected by corporation 
officers of the Trans-Lux Corporation, 625 Madison Avenue, 
flew fork City, Now lort;, The facts of that investigation 
art currently being presented to & Ndtril Grand Jury In 
Neaphls, Tennaise* for conspiracy prosecution for violation 
of Title l8* Up S. Cod*, 3* at 1 on 1A62, 

On October 3, 1972, Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation discussed with Assistant United 
States Attorney John F. Rudy, II the contents of the ft In* 

"Deep Throat 1 ' for possible prosecution for violation of 
Title ifl, U. Si Code, Section lNG2* Assistant United States 
Attorney Rudy requested that an Investigation he conducted 
to determine the exact location of a copy of ths ftla t>a*p 
Throat” which was the property oT Wheeler Film Company so 
that a show cause order could b* drawn up directing the filw 
to be brought to U, s. District court, Washington, D. c. for 
the purpose Of an adversary hearing- Investigation Is pre- 
sently being conducted to looate copies of the flln which 
are the property of Wheeler Film Cowany. 

Assistant United States Attorney Rudy stated that 
in view of the fact that the film 11 School Girl* had been 
ruled to be obscene In U. S. District Court, Memphis, Tennessee 
and the United States Attorney at Mewphii , Tennessee *ae 
attempting to prosecute the cheater owner* throughout the 
country who hav« exhibited the film "School Girl", he would 
decline prosecution at Washington, D* c. in ravor of prosecu- 
tion currently pending at Memphis, Tennessee. 

This document contains neither recommenda- 
tions nor conclusion* of the FBI. It le 
the property or the FBI pud is loaned to 
your agency j it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency nor 
duplicated within your agency* , 
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SAC, VFO ( 1 * 5-621 }(H 
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uiiauflS, <bfl»a it the 
Playhouse TtwitM, 

727 15 th Street* N.W-, 
Faehlmttoti, D.C. P 
taliphomt 7 ft 3 - 9?00 
TTOK 


Two norles hare been Tlewad at the Playhouse Theatre* 
sticky situation" anti "Uynanite” which la playinF there at the 
resent ti™. TO-IO?** are in the file shewing the results of 

viewing these film. 

Also cont ained In the file !■ the results of en Inter- 
view conduct** wlthl I 

st the Playhouse Theatre . L Jfumiahed inforwatlm on the' 

shipping label! of both of these film. The film at* bain* 
shipped fro* Sotided Serrlcee P i dUrlalon of '*otp* aka Ponded 
^tlsi TUstrlbutor* P 550 Wain Street, Fort Le e. Wes J ersey, for 
*;he aeeouht of MatribtiplXp ak* Matribpi*. I 1 11 eomefatl ve 
.^nd stated he would furnish Information In the future. I I 

slao stated that the mode of shipping for both of these m* w*« 
the Clark Transfer or Shipping Cm^any here In Washington, D.C. 

On lP/lB/ 72 , AOSA JFfFM F. FOOT XT, Chief of Grand Jury 
"action. Washington * Tl.C.* stated that he Is of the opinion, per- 
sonally* that wost of the film helms ahown at the Translux Cor- 
7 i oration Theatres are obscene. He stated that lie will consult 
T/lth the case agent In this matter on 10 / 31 / 7 ?, regarding the 
possibility of obtaining thla norls arid aonduoting an adwer- 
-ary hearing to deten^re if the imrie can be Jud^d obscene. 

:r e reeoowndsd that the Clark Tmnafer Conoany be eontacte^LJ^, 
determine details of shipping the nim H t>ynaedte" so that f I 

s name can be kept out or any affidavit In thla 
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WA3HlN(fT0)r FIELD 


AT VASantrogCTf , D«C . will nonUat citric TMniftr 
Conpany npi *+**+*<*>+ iifclBBlM flf fll* 

3ml£lSLJJSli£_£ hs £ i 

I 1 + hu bao n HaMflW In tha put regarding 

ttom ntt«rt- Re alto la th# individual that aetild b* aUbT^r^od 
to provide that* doctmnta a* arldansa. 


2) tip cm cove rag e of lead at Clark Tran i far Coapan? , 
contact AU3A JOH¥ F* ftlfBT TT ao that he nay ewuldar Mldnx the 
film ’DynBJitlt*" . 
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lL'»j*cT.0BflC3HB FILMS BEXHQ BUHBITKl} 

TN WASHINGTON, D.C, 

ITOW 
(00 EWTO] 

m Acting Director, dated 

10/50/72 and UtK dated 10/20/72. 

Investigation has been instituted at WO M a sub- 
sequent to these investigations the following films have been 
se^?od pursuant to the issuance of a search warrant on the 
below Hated titles* theaters ana dates: 


Film 

h Hot Circuit 11 
"Distortions of Sexuality' 


’Little Si stars 1 


Theater 
Trans -lux 
Plata 
Jbmoe I 


Date 

11 / 1/72 

11 / 1/72 

11 / 20/75 


The ebon film# are now subjects of eubs tentative 
fllaa at WPO with "Distortion* of Sexuality" and "Hot Circuit" 

o?*™ iTf! ?^'TSa W1 T 1 < 5 i 3 ° “ d BLlttl * the subject 

or WO file 1 * 5 - 6 3 J. investigation Is continuing at Wo to 

locate additional tllmu In the TOC area which the If. 3 , Attorney 
at Washington, D.C. wUrl deea suitable for prosecution and 
will auhaequsntlj he seised upon the Issuance of a search 
warrant when approved by the O.S. Attorney * In view of the 
fact that each Individual flla is being handled a* a separate 
case. It 1 * raeome nded that this file with the general eaotlon 
Obscene Films Doing Exhibited In Washington , D.C. be closed - 
that a separate case la curpafTClg^pendlttjr on each Individual 
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12 / 14/72 


ATFTOL 


TO: SAC , SHYER 

SAC, WTO (145-626> (P) 

OBSOKin FILMS BEWG ESHBITED 
at ttunamar, d. c + 

Re WTO phone ctl to Dtuvtr dated 12/12/72. 

For ef Qmu, Investigation la eunwitly 

being conducted by MFC in th* above setter And to date thnrt 
files bm b**n nlnd fra Local theater# and investigation 
La continuing to dmlofi pro— cut Ion against both distributors 
of subject files at well at corporation official# responsible 
for ordering f H as for theaters and Subsequent transportation 
of then. 


Currently' prosecution In these natters an being 
conducted by AUSAa CARET G. STARK and JOFP ¥■ HOOT, XT; 

Chief, Grand Jury Section, U . S. Attorney ’ s Office. Hiring 
November, 1972 AUSAa STARE and ROOT listened to notions 
being, presented to tbs U.S. Sigmas Court on Obscenity betters 
in the case# of Hew York va. HELLS? and case of RDHIB1 Vs. 
Kentucky. During these notion presentation# a question was 
presented by Justice HOWELL regarding the expense Incurred 
in reproducing flln* rather then se Lrlztg thee far the pro- 
tection first a—mfeeot rights. 


On 12 / 8 / 72 * APSA STARE advised Sa I ~l 

that the U*$. Attorney * a Office was preparing prosemtl— 
on the three film seised at WTO and requested that Inforsatioa. 
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be obtilwd Should the »1 m»* be 

preparation Of tl^lT pmacwtlwi in thU **tt*r 



of tta in 

* 04 * 

ST ABC called tttmtisn to th* f«t that 6 r#e«t f tin 

occurred at Bu rnt 1 , Colorado by th* 1«1 polio* 

In VhUh * court Order MB obtained for 
pollrm 4ptctMDt to ww a local tbeatar «nd *ld» 
a ml* while to pnertia. WSh ST*W nquaited that In 
addition to obtaining information «i th* 0*T moB *fld 
elan tlilcti oodld b* Ineomd in a reproducing * f|ln free 

hi wold olio d»lnd to pnimt lnfonotum 
«id tlM incantd In widow toping * 
rwwio Vhll* in pmgrea*, He related that if po*«&l« tho 
infoTMtion concerning this Incident in tam# bo dbtatned 
f*ce the local police ^artwnt for ttw In ptei 
prceeuctlon at Ita^lngton* D. C, 


negative cOpioBf 

VtpMt* 


,t of 


L£AD5 


imVkH 


at [EHVML Q0L0RAJ30 , Contact local pollens department 
involved in video taping e&aeene filn *nd obtain information 
on txpttiMi, elite 4 and technical dlff ieultjta* inenmd in 
obtaining a video tape of file* 
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TO: SAC, UFO (145-62*) 

ETlOHi SAC, DENVER (145-266) (fiJUC) 

SUBJECT: OBSCENITY FILMS BEING EXHIBITED 

AT WASHINGTON, D,C* 

Re WFO sirtsl to Denver 12/14/72, 

On 12/13/72 SAl I U*yHltj,nK 

OA for the City end County of Denver FEED SOGERS,. 
vieed his office had attempted to use a procedure involving 
video tapes which -now hat Become the subject of an appeal 
to the Colorado Supreme Court, The procedure Utilized in- 
vol ved the viewing of potentially obscene files being Shown 
in Denver by a Denver police officer who then furnished an 
affidavit of what he saw to the Denver County Court Judge 
who issued a court order indicating: there was sufficient 
cause shown for a bldeo taping of the fila in question, 

Police officers armed with this court order would then return 
to the theater and video tope the movie* The tape would then 
be played to the judge who had issued the order and the 
officer who had first viewed the film would testify as to 
the accuracy of the video taping in relation to what he had 
seen initially. The judge upon viewing the video tape would 
make a finding if there was or was not sufficient cause to 
require the owners of the film to be noticed into court to 
show cause why the film should not be characterized as 
probably obscene* At this point an adversary hearing would 
he held between the owners of the film end the Government * 
but at this point no witness testimony would be admitted 
re the question of obscetfty, The court would then find the 
film obscene and issue a search warrant for its seizure. 

In the case currently at issue the defendants ob- 
tained a Writ of Prohibition requiring the Government to show 
cause why their actions should not be held In violation of 
the 1st Amendment of the U, S, Constitution, The Govenuaat 
has countered in a brief now before the Colorado Supreme Court 
requesting the USDC show cause why it should not have allowed 
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the procedure to have taken place, Ha stated the issue con- 
cerning copyright Lava was not raised in this particular 
case « the film Involved ("AnLam! Lovers") »w actually 
"pirated" from the true owners and therefore the defendants 
cannot claim violation of copyright lawfl- 


On 12/13/72 Agent f~ H Organised Crime Unit* 

Denver DA T s Office, advised the following *qu lpnietit was uti- 
lised video taping of obscene movies $ Sony Model AV3400 
Video Rover Camara II, This is a camera-recorder ensemble 
weighing six pounds and being approximately ten inches in 
length, The unit haa a 30-rainute capacity and nay be hand 
held or placed on a tripod, The recorder portion, of the en- 
semble weighs IB pounds and utilizes \ n tape* The built-in 
battery pack has a 43-mimite Ufa expectancy but can be con- 
verted to AC current with the use of an extension cord and 
adapter. 


Lenses utilized for the Camara are the VCL- lb which 
Is a 16 to 64 met zoom lense with F2 speed and a VCL-8 8,5 mn 
wide angle lens with an Fl*5 speed. 


ivised the entire Outfit costs approximately 

Also necessary for viewing tbs video tapes is a Son y 


31500, 

13 "■ TV monitor which is priced between $195 and £295 , T J 

also advised that the heavier unit, not designed for portable 
or covert use, is tbe Sony Model AV3&QQ which has a one-hour 


capacity* 
30 pounds. 


This recorder s price is $700 end it* weight i* 


I I stated useable tapes CS* be produced with 

this unit with little exi^rlaip^aifm. The tapes are, aa in 
any tape recorder reuseable, I I v ^alao t advised other 

brands of video tape equipment are available at cotfwnfaU 

prices. 


Fox information of WFQ f the Bureau la in poaae salon 
of video tape equipment utilized at the FBI Acadeuy, , 
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MTTINS DlftBCTOR , FBI 


f>mo 


January 3 , 1973 


. INTERS ITIED INVESTIGATIONS OF 
INTERSTATE TKtfSFGKliJlON OF 
ITDM 


OBSCENE HJVTB5 


The Criminal Division of the U.S. Department of Justice ties 
related intensified investigative effort* into captioned matters 
~ pledging its full support in the prosecution of cases eriwlng from 
lour investigations. At this time the Department Is stressing in 
* particular investigations concerning the interstate transportation of 
dob scene movies which ir« being shown in various theatres throughout 
5 the country- In accordance with the Department' a request and pursuant 


hto the provisions of Section 57 , Volme II, Manual of Instructions, 
ijall offices will Institute investigation with the fel owing guidelines. 


I 


Using Mperteueed, mature Agents, conduct a survey of films 
being shown in theatres in each Headquarters City and Its environs 
where it is Indicated through newspaper advertising or other available 
sources that such films contain hard core pornography. Survey may 
likewise be conducted in other large cities idiere a proliferation qf 
this activity baa become evident and it U believed that there la a 
high prooecutive potential. For survey purposes, pornographic films 
are consider «3 ri hard cortf T when they contain explicit scenes showing 
actual acts of intercourse, cutmiUngus, fellatio, masturbation, or 
ejaculation all with a display Of genitals* Hhen observation of the 
films reflects such hard core obscenity. Investigation should be conduct 
ed to determine whethet they have moved in interstate c«Mtc* and by 

2 - All Field Offices ' 
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Alrtel to All sJCa 

Re: INTENSIFIED INVESTIGATIONS OF 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF OBSCENE »VIES 

vhmt means. This should Include effort* to identify the persona 
transmitting and receiving the films; the eomon carriers used and 
If possible, the producers of the Films. Experience indicate-! that 
theatres exhibiting hard core pornography usually have only one 
main source supplying these films on a rtjul ar basis aivl all ji*tss 
exhibited are of the same general nature. 

Through the comaon carriers you should be Able to establish 
the shipping patterns of subjects and obtain pertinent documents 
and records, It is recognized that the names of the films will not 
likely he shown on the document* held by the comon carrier, but 
for establishing probable cause a s to interstate shipment, the 
showing of a pattern of regular interstate shipments will satisfy 
that requirement. 

The Department has advised that in order to Insure the 
proper seizure of obscene films for evidence in trial it desires 
that "prior adversary hearings” be used prior to any seizures. 

This practice will consist of the following procedures which will 
requite close cooperation between the investigating Agents, the 
U. S. Attorney ( USA) and the U. 5, District Court or D. S. 

Magistrate In each ease: 

1. When sufficient evidence baa been obtained to 
establish probable cause in. regard to the interstate shipment. 

Bureau Agents should then view A film as close As possible to its 
first shoving at the Local theatre. They should obtain Full 
details of the film Including the overall time viewed, the length 
and context of the various scenes of the film as well as the 
content of the sound track, in describing scenes in FD-302s, 
affidavits and related papers. Agents should utilize the clinical 
terminology similar to that used in paragraph two of this 
communication so that there is no factual doubt as to the acts 
being described. Avoid use of general terms such as obscene or 
lewd In describing acts as these terms indicate the viewer’s opinion 
which should be left to the discretion of the court. Every effort 
should be made to identify the specific interstate shipment 
through which the film waa received locally. 
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Airtel to All SJCs 

He* intensified investigations OF 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF OBSCENE MOVIES 


2* iMBedletely after viewing, art affidavit should be 
prepared setting forth the facts concerning the interstate 
tr snsp ortati on «r well as *h* details of the contents of the 
film viewed. 


3. The affidavit should then he presented to the USA 
who should prepare a petition for a temporary restraining order 
prohibiting the destruction, mutilation, alteration or 
change of its character or the removal of the fll® from the 
theatre. He should likewise prepare a petition for an order 
tq show cause why a search warrant {which should t* prepared 
sinwltaneoualy) should not be executed . The order to show cwse 
nay authorise defendants to produce the film In court In def«\ae 
of the order but should not otherwise author is* Its removal fro* 
the theatre. The above orders should be directed to all parties 
who have a proprietary Interest in the film. 


The necessary documents should then be presented by 
the USA to the court or magistrate who should then issue the 
appropriate order 9 setting a tl®e In the immediate future 
(preferably forthwltfn but usually no later than the fallowing day) 
for the hearing on the order to show cause. The search warrant 
should be issued at that time, however, it cannot be executed 
until after the hearing oh the order to show cause. 


5. The order to shw cause and teiaporary restraining 
order should then be served on the appropriate Individuals- Service 
by mail may be made on out-of-state subjects, or the U. S. Marshal 
may serve them. It 1# noted In this regard that where possible, 
service should be at the end of the d«y‘a showing of the film *nd 
the hearing date and time should usually be the following, morning. 
This should defeat any claim of a violation of the subject* 1 
First Amendment rights. 


Air tel to All Sj*Cs 

Ha: INTENSIFIED INVESTIGATIONS OF 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF OBSCENE HJVlES 


6, If the Government prevails at the hearing on the 
order to show cause , the search warrant should than be executed- 
The search warrant should ba for the search of the theatre 
premises appropriately described and should be for flln In 
question as well as all shipping documents, advertising and other 
material connected with the film, 

7 . Seizure should not ba made of other films located at 
the theatre and not made subject of the previous hearing but way 
be made subject to additional similar proceedings if appropriate. 

Films seized tinder the above procedure way likely have 
to be produced in court or before a Federal Grand Jury a short 
tim? -after seizure- Therefore, delay In sending these films to 
the Laboratory la authorized In order to avoid any conflict with 
such proceedings^ 

After seizure Is made you should make every effort to 
Insure the case is presented to the Federal Grand Jury at the 
earliest possible tlw seeking Indictments against all subjects. 

The Department is seixHng a comuil cation to all USAs 
advising them of this stepped up program and furnishing them with 
appropriate instructions and directives. In any case where the 
USA refuses to prosecute or institute appropriate proceedings T 
you should immediately furnish the details of same in letterhead 
form to t4ie Bureau so that the natter may be discussed with the 
Department. 

The Bureau has gone on record strongly urging the j 
prosecution of all local exhibitor a where it vtll nut jeopardize 
prosecution against the more serious violators , especially in 
those cases where it appears local authorities are taking no 
action. The Department has Indicated It will take such action* 
considering each case on an individual basis. Where appropriate 
it will consider granting immunity to some Individuals to provide 
essential testimony against principals. 
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Ai rtel to All SRCs 

Re: INTENSIFIED TKVXSnGATIOtC OF 

INTERSTATE HUUSSPWTAnOH OF 0B5CEHE MOVIES 


within 45 days of receipt of this communication, 
submit an air tel identifying the theatres surveyed and their 
locations within your divisions. Tour coarunlcatlort should be 
captioned as above. 

Furnish two copies of all reports In Interstate 
Transportation of Obscene Matter (ITQJO coses to the Bureau, 

These Instructions should in no way he interpreted Co 
mini mi re Investigation into other areas involving TTGH violations- 
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WT 143-630 . 43o 11/1/7 2 a ^ oatmt wa* . 
lasnad by U*S. Ha*! ai i ■£* AHfflElt L. NUil it U*S. District 
Com t CDSK) t Huhlug&on, »,C** fHDC), for th« Minn 
of tlta flla ncltUd M Uituitl4» of luulity*' osMbltad 
at tha Flu Thaatn, 133* Haw Torte < fn , H.tT. t and tha 
fils 'Ttot Circuit" nbtbital at Ti«u tn Ibitn, 73* 

!- l..i straat, B r H. Jio adviEaiii tbaarfs* was hold baforo 
0.5. Niglitnita KBHBT « 11/3/72 M both flla* nlod 
aba can*, FS-laa tun bun di*fttapad to a rriiril 
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WQ 145-626 


Wf 145-633 , Ote 11/21/72 4 iwdi warrant was 
Issued by o.s. IBH L. BCKXETT far tb# afeattsmese 

of ttm f tin entitled "Little Sifters" being ezhlbltad at 
the Juni I Bmtf*) tiDC* Film i«Uid on 11/21/72 and 
ruled obscene, At ad adv^sery bearing on 11/22/72, Film 
entitled "Tswinis Fantasies" also dhlMttd at Jura I 
Theatre ^ alto subject of prosecution. Izprgstijiprtigii 
detetmiifed that files distributed by Unique File Distributors 
Inc. , of tlev York end booked for the Jrau Theacsw by F&AW 
MO KPO of California* Ob 2 /16/7 5 «U* BDC, named * 13 
coun t indictment age Inst HfcUUI FlXLBS, Jama T baatr a „ F «nd 
S Corporation, IWTIf DOHFMHI, Unlqpe File DistrltatMp Xnc*, 
and FRAME MBBMO, FIELDS testified before KJ V TOC <n 
2/14/73 re^atdlng, transportation of above files. 

145-624 , Investigation regarding HUMAN UP 
-WOMACK reflects that publications for which TOMA/OC 
previously convicted contlwa to be shipped in interstate 
ctnerti, Based on Inf creation obtained from evidence 
seised on execution of search warrant on ID/ 26/7 2 WOMACK 
along with DENNIS E. PRTEA and OAKY J, WAHL sere Indicted 
on 2/9/73, 


A survey of flies currently being exhibited at 
VDC determined the following information: 

Plasa Theatre , Playhouse Theatre , Prince Theatre 
{formerly Trans Lux) are all omud by the Trans Xtu Corporation 
of Hew Turk. Subsequent to the seizure of film* on 11/1/72 
films displayed at these theatres ere X-rated and in many 
cases do not even display exposed genitals* Host sexual 
acts axe simulated, 

t 

Pern Theatre * This theatre also displays X-rated 
films which displays sioeilatgd sea acts* 

Oarety Theatre * Films displayed at this theatre 
are of very poor quality. Films hum reviewed at this 
theatre In Bovmaber, 1972, A amjorlty of the films showed 
aostly simulated sox acts, but contained mnu s scenes of 
genital exposure and occasional scenes of penetration during 
sex acts. The attending AD3A did not feel at the time that 
these films were prosecutable. 
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WFO 145-626 


ktarfc II lta>i£rt. Fllae di»pUy^ at tMi tTmtge 
are of t-ured ~ebpl Mtariil prlvrLly of fa*tarusa»al artMtiM* 
Inwtlvxiea bu dataieiand that th**« fU«* «e obtained 
fxoa ^utoBitlc bitarTtiWi 415 9tb $tnct» H*H. t WDC< 
limstlB»tl<v 1* contlcvlnt to develop the soatna of these 
films before arriving at iiwtcnetic Enterprises* 

ttotEogole This theatre Is an exclusive 

homosexual theatre for ■ember* only. Files shown «xe 

hard me hnsaxual films. Investigation hut determined 
that these film* ere also obtained from Autam&le Enterprises, 

Art Theatre . Films displayed ere herd core hetero- 
sexual file* that are accompanied ty * tape recorded *™d 
which la unrelated usually to the scene displayed cc the 
screen, Investigation haa determined that these films ere 
spliced from sections of other films at the offices of 
Sidney last Theatres In Bgtheod a. Maryland , en d then 
delivered to the Art Theatre hyT 


MFO is contlJUlng its investigation to establish. 
ITCH violations Involving shone theatres „ Close contact 
is being maintained with the Grand Jury Section, 0*S, 
Attorney 1 s Office > WDC. 
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(0t&l€ PA PLAIN 
4*5 1 PM JRTEL 6- 15-73 VAE 
TO ALL SACS 

FRPfi AcrriMa director ef 

^INTENSIFIED INVEST IB ATJp4lS OF INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
OB3C£t?E NO VIES* IT0rtt / 

RI3UAIRTEL 1-S-TS* 

referenced communication requested intensified investiga- 
tive EFFORTS INTO CAPTIO^D BATTER AT REQUEST OF UNITED STATES 
DEPARTS KI Of JUSTICE. 

EACH OFFICE IS TO SUBMIT A SUMMARY OF ACTION TAKEN TO 
TflPLEflEttT INVESTIGATION REQUESTED FBI HEADQUARTERS • COMUtNlCA- 

TION MUST CONTAIN; NUWe* SURVEYS CONDUCTED, FURNISH TITLE OF * 

EACH CASE OPENED WHEREIN ADVERSARY HEARItG HELD AND RESULTS OF 




PAGE 770 


COMMENT SPECIFICALLY RELATIVE TO ATTITUDE UHITED STATES 

ATT OP [EYS TOWARD PROSECUTION OF VIOLATIONS BROUGHT TO THEIR 
ATTEWT ION UNDER THIS PR06RAN, AND II THOSE INSTANCES WHERE 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS ARE RELUCTANT TO VISCOUSLY PURSUE 
PROSECUTION* SET FORTH their come N ls BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION 


IH F0PH SUITABLE FDR DISSENINATID H, 

SUMMARIES ARE TO BE SUBMITTED at AlRTEL TO REACH FBI 
HEADQUARTERS BY G-2>73. 

Ett 

HOLD 


I 


6/26/73 


AlRUL 


TO; ACTtKO DMKCIOK, FBI 

FROM: SAC, VTO (l«-«26) 

ihxtosu™ wvianGflnotf of 
INTERSTATE TUT^OBXATIOVr OF 
OB5£EffE HJWtSS 

nm 


It* Betel 6/15/73. 

It la noted fchet the Bureau* a first cawnicttion 
under tli* above captioned title. dated 5/26/7 1 , instructed 
vfo to conduct 1 mitigation regarding the fll« 

Thiut 11 and "Sctool Girl", In r*>ly dated 10/20/72, WTO 
Advised chat Investigation had ben conducted Ott the** filmi 
begirmin* fl/24/72. Regarfilaig pr o— cnt lon of the file 'Deep 
ThtMf'i Assistant United States Attorney <>t?SA> JQHH TOP? 
advised that this film had ben viewed by Assistant United 
State* Attorneys of the Superior Court section who had 
declined prosecution and ha felt he eut also decline 
prosecution; tumno AP5A TOOT was anxious to initiate 
prosecution of other porr^grephy nhlMtot* In the Washington t 
D. C . CHDC) f arM. Aa a result the following cases hen been 
opened And theta prosecutive atatui listed below. It li 
noted that these eaias were initiated prior to receipt of j 
Boalrtal dated 1/3/73, under captioned title. 

KETOAK LTF7N WOMACK, ET AL 
TTOM, OOJ 
WF 145 -62* 


On 10/26/73, bureau Agents executed search warrants 



WTO 145-626 


on tb* prwritti of Potomac at 507 anl 725 6 th Stmt, 
S-S-, WDC, at which time a Urge quantity of sexually explicit 
notarial and shipping records along, with other bmln^i 
rocoids vara «U*) t km a result of subsequent investigation, 
WOlACK, along With ESHHIS fc. PfcTRA and GARY J, WALL, were 
indicted on ■ ten count indictment returned on 2/9/73. 

Included in the indictment also tu Potomac News nd Media 
Art*, both corporations run fey WOMACK along with J, R, Nevs 
of Milwaukee:., Wisconsin, amt Publisher? Direct Limited 
of North Hollywood, California. Trial In this matter was 
delayed pending ■ Sapreic Gmart ruling on obscenity. 


pawl GiimER, et al; 

ITOM - COWSPntACT 


WT 145-63Q 


On 11/1/72, hrem Agent o executed search warrants 
at the Tranalux and Flua Theatres and raised two 55 ■*• film* 
entitled **Hot Circuit" and "Distortions of Sexuality*', 

These films were ruled obscene at an adversely heari ng before 
ILS* Magistrate ARTHUR L, BURKETT on 11/3/73. As * result 
of subsequent investigation, seven Individuals enl six 
corporations have been indicted in Indictments returned 
on 3/23/73, and 4/13/73. Subjects Include produce**, dis- 
tributors and exhibitors of subject films. This cave is 
currently In motion status and a trial date has not as yet 
bean sat, Subjects of prosecution in this matter Include 
seven individuals and six corporations. 


MARTIN L. FIELDS, ET AL 
ITCK - CONSPIRACY 
VT 145-633 


On 11/20/fZ, Bureau Agents seised a 16 w* film 
entitled ’’Little Slaters 11 shoving at the Janus I Theatre, 

The above film was ruled obscene at an adversary hearing 
before U.S. Magistrate ARTHUR L, BURKETT on 11/21/72, On 
1/9/73, a Copy of the 35 nw* film entitled 'Teenage Fantasies'* 
vus obtained through the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 
Investigation determined both films distributed ly Unique 
Film Distributors Incorporated of new Toric and boohed for 


Janus I Theatre 


•*[ 


Indictments have been 
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WTO 145-626 


r e tBw M by the Federal Grand Jury ** 2/16/73, and 4/13/73, 
charging *L^ie individual* and five corporations with ITOH- 
CDnfpincy violitlou. Notions lie psilLdg before the Court 
end trial date has not mm yet been set* 

Sines receipt of duairtel, the following investi- 
gation has been conducted by WFO. 

DONALD D. XP3TKIH, ST AL; 

mCH - Conspiracy 

WF 145-6*5 


On 3/6/73, Bureau Agents executed search nmnts 
on the premises of Atlantic Ksgulne end Automatic Enterprises. 
Am s result of the seiaore by Bur e au Agents, on 3/6/73, 
leisures by the Metropolitan Police, WDC, on 2/7/7 3, and 
seizures by the Los Alsaitoi Police Department on 3/2/73, 
a sixty - six count indictment vas returned against eight 
individuals end four corporations charging them with ITOi - 
Conspiracy, Indlctmnt against one of the individuals has 
since been dismissed. Motions m currently pending before 
the court end trial date has not as yet been set, 

A euwwsry of the above four cases reflects chat 
currently WPG has pending indictments against twenty-five 
individuals and 19 corporations for various offenses in regards 
to the interstate transportation of obscene material. 

Although Indictments against WCHACX and EPSTK'jffl are for ship- 
ment of printed material , it was noted that both of these 
individuals are involved In the shipment of 8 mm and 16 f 
films althKi^h the V . $. Attorney, Washington, D, C*> fait 
that prosecution of the printed material would be man 
leasable. 

WTO continues to monitor X rated films in the 
(TEC, area* At tha presort time, bsrd core X -rated films 
are being shown at the Art Theatre, 9th and F Streets, N.W, , 
Marik 11 Theatre, SOB X Street, N.V., sod the Stanton Art, 

3110 16th Street* N,E, The Mateopple Theatre, 411 L Street, 

, continues to operate as a private club showing ex- 
clusively male homosexual films. WFO is currently Conducting 
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WTO 145-626 


Investigation in ■ tea* afttltlefl|__^ ^ < < \ tT 

ITCH, QChHlart * 1 in which iamllptlm mgr establish ffiSa 
«t tha Hark II Theatre arc being received fm a Mieal 
source, 

WTO hu established contact with, nrlotu projector 
operators and the WEC theetre*, and will be alerted to a«y 
concrete evidence of TTCM violations *t there theatres* 







Stncter 

r*4«nX mtnva of Inte#fcij*tioii 


HVtJtMljr 

97-cie 


Heuxy 1» Feterecn 
Aaiiettat Attorney General 
Ctiulvl id’flllon 

(Hwcpnlty nelri^aj 

Bi dcclalma of the TjniteU ttite* Supr*** Court reinting to the 1 m * 

Of obscenity. which van hmM ftpem Oft a June S5 ( 177% effort 
mjor dumgn in the fttathiMn «4 protedu^iL 1** fel*tin^ to that n&Jftrt* 
Fot ymr lil tau tlM then 14 let out bcLERt I taltf ttw wlloiib 

point* or Um&g decisions » It BfcouU Vo Upt in nSnfl uhut the psrlnaipal de- 
cluloii* related to lenuca fcmiihfi out of the eratrurtlm of *t*t* lawn rw~ 
In bind to obscenity o nd tilt application of the** declsimi to boned 

*y>»j the eofwFOenumt of Federal 1«« aay retire fftrthet- resolution ty tbft 
Court, However, tbc principle* ftnoneisted appear, I&r the «tt port* to 
have doer and *jifTojirlAt^ application in fOderol contexts . 


la Killer f» (Wlfomlft the court emncl*tqA * not female. Ittr dotmiolftB 
whether Mte rtftle way be eonftldored otecene* £uch Materiel nut Moet the ftH-- 
lOttLttg three *Mt* t to be Jud-pil by lay jurors without any MCesslty P™ expert 
teatlmny. Jha Better to wMch these testa pertain are boot!, flint* wa^xloca, 
etc, irtticb depict or describe. acra*l conduct. 

1. It mat appear to the eeers^i iwtbob* P^lyinr: ecnt*npo»iy cesmaiity 
■tarularilB* that the uorh tefcen et a whole »p^nla to the pnftfleftt Interest* 
Um ttm ■cont™ia?ornrf ecvT^orJty at»WloriJ* does not n«6 natiocol standards, 
ne jjpfloiwly been uni^^icO) by (fanny co™rtfl ; but the of the 

state in which t!w trial t*sici plrp . I$r l-v^» haBrt upon * decidon 
of the Pwn't or A H -v + l5 for the HfUi CLreuf * (j;™®** tfnltgl fitatog) It 
would oppear that rommlty ■tandarag for Federal proaftcnt J on wold likely 
be considered to be the#* of the redewu judicial district la which the 
trial talus pl*M, 

£, It OUflt statu that the work, depict* or dc:;cvlbea La 4 patently 
offensive mjt PCJOUJI cendart PjMcittCtaly jetturd by the epplAenhle lp.y, 
mm written or authoritatively eonctmed, lUetnl leu which by its tenws 
prohibits transactions rdtatlnc to “obfCChc" Matter appears to be adequate 


b 








■f 


to ro«i; th* statutory i^iiLrcineiitB nince the deeltioca omocneod by 
the court ciui bo regarded a* aotboritntire construct iw of that tv*» 
thus, the imnniKed Standards «ppe*r to bo icrarfiatmly applicable both 

to CMffH oirtody d«ToLOpOd wd to thoas taiek nay be torailopeiJ In tin 
future* 


Iho wort, takon at feant loti noxious literary, ortietic,, 

political. Or scimtlftc valMO. Tbia pafiCtituten n V «T significant 
Cbtn£a from tho fUnrnr tort (vMth bod nmx be cm aubscriL’cJ to by a 
Minority of the Justices of tho £opf(±» Court) which «Vl»l that tlto 
writ be shown to bo utterly without reflacidne nodal ralue, which fcert 
the Court «tpl«ofily rejected* 

B« Court offend illustrations of id»t sight property b* enoowpaJaed 
within app reprint sly drafted statutory provision*: 

A. mtlHt* Mtxnal Kt a, Bortadl or pervmrted* actual or alwlmtedi 


■* hatrttatloo, excretory function*, and lewd exhibition Of the 
fonltola. 

Ibe Court stated that the term Vfoaoma" rout'd In Federal etatubory p*o- 
vistonB would bem encode** the type of lmadia to which the Court code spool He 
reference, tnrliap* mo* t aLgjtJf leant ctcoitg the anmtcrated typao of wsclca, bj 
reflecting a rejection of that which had bran thought in sew quarter* to be 
oeccptuHXe, nr* alg^nted sets ar cosiiuct, nod depictions of the gonltala s®- 
hiblUd In a Irwtf manner, without nccn-ipwibg dcj'ictionn of actonl sernai 
conduct * 


In HeU qf Y. jfc-v Tort the Court dealt with the question of what pcmcadun n 
ore coc^tit Ltti ondJ-j required far the netzuro of eb-cane mutter* The court re™ 
J acted the notion that U adversary henring prior to seizure it absolutely 
rnTEutredi llpeover* in I&aflen v. KortueVy the Court bold that a film mny oat 
ha eelsciLl without a prior indicia! d^cirlljifitlCHj of ^bBuentty^ which da tend- 
notion of course need net be in on cCvcrimry prorpeaj ng* While remitting a 
seizure to bo made jurrmant to a warrant obteinod «c t-erbe* the Court medo 
clear that a film or other mtcrinl eilccedtj Aflecne ray mot be subjected to 
a 1 'final ^ restraint, without on adversary henrlng if reduce ted by a person 
having an interest In the material seized. Voder the rulings of the r Ccurt it 
1* necessary* upon demnd, the Oovewfiront penult the matter to be copied 

so that exhibition can bo continued pendit£ a judicial flstumljntiM: of the 
oblOOnlty lftitia, Where It gam be shown that other copies Of the Itlted Mtid# 
are not available for that purpose. 
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It ihouU lie (hut ju the ifa vuion aah the Coaxt H M tw i 

& conviction lui«d uiJOd ft igimn or i film d inni sheriff moo tf^r 
the ehcrtrf bn/G viewed thfr rUia in qucpblw And himself drtwwlnod tb*t it 
vfte abscena but f tiled to procure m vdCTont fn e Judicial officer* the 
Court, however, aentlawd the feet that them did wt «lnt In thnfc <msa 
nny uijent Biftuufttanan ulilch required prtnpt police action to preserve 
evidence of a erinfii It thus appear* that unless 11 nn be shewn that 
evidence will be utuvniltbU without lmsdlate action to preserve It, a 
warrant must be secured to Justify eel jure. 
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To: SAC t Albany 

1: t>tre cJDTj FBI 

T EN3mCB Df VraTKymOMB OF INTEHETTATJ! 
TRANSPORT ATI>N OF OBSCENE MOVIES 

T" 'i 




7/27/73 


Reference Bulrtel dated 1/3/73, 


Enclosed tor receiving o flic** *« two coplan oi * self- 
explanatory letter from the Criminal Division, ItepartoieBi oi Jbg&ce, to tfee 
Bureau friLattng to toe obscenity dec Ufoav handed dbtm by the 0, 5. Sfnmt 
Court an B/31,35/73. 

The Department ban advised that traditionally their policy 
relating to Interstate Transportatkn of Obscene Halter even has tw to 
regard the stale and local Jutted ett™ an haring the y simary rea$a*&ltdllty tor 
the regulation ol the sile,MfctMti 0 n t and local distribution oi obecaa* material*, 
while the Federal role «u regarded as being primarily focused u&m the 
prosecution of the interstate traffickers, vto worid normally be beyond the 
Jurisdiction of local aatoorttlea* The Department believe* that the effect of the 
recent O* S. Supreme Court derisions will be to restore eflectiveoees to local 
prosecutors ta dealing with local obscene matter violations, Some >artsd&ctton t 
however, mgy require certain amendmefia to be made to their statutes or 
ordinances before they Min rtftune an effective role in tins area. 


The Die^&rtment desires that the FBI Mutton* its active purpdt 
relative to captioned nutter, which has achieved such an apprectoH* degree 
of success to date. 
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Alrtel to SAC, Albany 

Re: INTENSIFIED INVESTIGATIONS 0 T INTERSTATE 
TRANSPORTATION OF OBSCENE MOVIES 

/ 

The Deg&rttncu? has adr toed that Information is not 
to them S3 to Rib current attitude* toy local Jortodictious, and particularly t* 
those jurisdictions which hare encountered obetsclttl difficult Of tApOMlUe 
to overcome, until the recent decirion* of the U. 3. Supreme Court. They, 
therefore, desire to know the overall attitude of the local authorities toward 
prosecution of these type ca*ea end If local statutes preclude effective 
Implementation, 

Each office la to sutmit tUs iDfarmstion tn a form suitable 
for dissemination, to reach EHfHQ t^r 


t 
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■^nington, D.G. 20S35 
August l>t ( 1973 


TMniNsu izr mttniisiMn of snusftiEE 

TMMsroKi&iM _qg J^a^a msis , 

fib lajgmt fi, 1)73* l~~ [ Morale 

Division, M etr o po litan Folic* Department ISW5J, Waelhlngton , D-.C. 
(VDC) stated that he has just ncintly taken OTSf eoHEend of 
the Morale Division and la currently attempting bo Htabliih 
a reltUonabl) with the Superior Court s«*ino at dn<t«j 
state* (u*a«> Attorney 1 * Office, WDC* It w I 
understanding tl»t Beeb*r* of hi* department *nccimber«^ a 
considerable uouct of difficult 7 in obtaining prosecution tot 
local obscenity violations In th« District of Colu&bia. Since 
the [}.S* Supreae Court decision on Juno 21 , and Juno 1973 
his departB*nt baa obtained only one search warrant trm the 
U.S. Attorn*? at TOC and that mi for the Art Theatre, 9tti and 
P Street*, tf . V. , TOC. Heabere of th* Morale Division bare alec 
presented to th* 0*3. Attorney, 3uperlo&J^uj3±_3*ctlon , UDC, 

two berd— fl or* publication*, taowmr, tsi [knowledge , 

no search warrant has bean obtained on these M4B**ln*s* 

|— — ^^| adflMd that on* of the problem* 
*nc<nmt«r*H~^y hla department la t be fact that natters for 
obscenity prosecution an presented to a particular Asifatant 
P , S. Attorney at the Superior Court Section, however, this 
individual change* on a Bcntb-to-nonth heals and there la no 
consistency In policy regarding obscenity prosecution. In 
addition, due to the large volume of *aaae at the Superior 
court. District of Columbia, lea latent If. a. attorney* an 
reluctant to take the tine to vie* publication* and fllae and 
arc also reluctant to prosecute the* due to the considerable 
erajoiuit of fouired in th* pro eacutlOn of an obscenity 

cane. It was I 1 opinion that If ■sttere for 

cbccenlty prosecution could be presented to a particular Assis- 
tant U.S. Attorney and continue to present the** Matter* to* them 
Tor an extended period of tlw rather than changing on a month- 
to -month, basin, a more consi st fens aolior would be reached re- 
garding these prosecutions* L l advlsed that he 

Is scheduled for a conference with Assistant a.S, Attorney barren 
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King, U.S, Attorne y* s Off let. Superior Court Section,, WDC on 
September 6, 19T3. 3 ‘"l lntends to bring 

forth to nr. King &t this time Int tacts as set forth above ♦ 


This docuMnt contains neither recomsiendationa 
nor conclusions of tb* FBI , It la the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and 
Its contents are not to he distributed outside 
your agency* 
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RAC, WTO (1H5“626> ®C) 


IJETEHSIFtED TfrraariOATIOTS 0* 
INTERSTATE TttJtWSPORTATlOH OP 
OBRCEWE MOVIES 

ITOH 


Re Bureau airtei dated 7/2T/T3 ■ 

Enelcme-d for the Bureau ia an original and five 
copies of an LHfc Mttine forth a brief aumnary of Iqtal pra- 
aflcutl on of obaeenity violations in the District of CqXumtis* 



